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It WUR :J, clull, close evening, with thunder 
in the lowering sky, and Ollr bicyclist fOllntl it 
rather sweltering 1\'00'k to lUn.l;e hi,; way up 
ti:c that 11:1.l1 r.o be facetl cw:!'y now amI 
th,'ll. It oconnell to him how snch ex"rci"," 
might ho.yc the elfect of making his hand" l\ 
bit shiLl,y, so it would not he:: tIlt: lln'pul'lL-
tion fat' u. light. Also the sky W,LS growing 
bln.ckcl.' n.nd blacker above, lLnd the::n, canH: a 
di.tant rumble of thuntbr. 1£ it \\'ore guing 
to min, he ha,l Lelte,' tUl'll Ln.ck ttt once, 
before h,tlf-llOur wa" up. 

He bill not Illallc up his millll on till" 
point, whell ,lown tho mill in Il !;UlltiCIl 
plulUJl. Lionel got niT tll<: roa,l, IH1,;tclIing 
to stand up beneath (I tree not br oiL 
Tilere he StllO/l, the pOUl'cll 
ronnd him with n. lIOIl'Il,'ight vehemellUt! that 
might well drive any tnJ.vell"r to ,,1l<'ltcI'. 
Soon it be·gall in drip through the i>mllclw::; 
ot hifl ]tlafy umLrdiu., as he ;;tood lillgdin;,;, 
looking nt hi" w'ltch, n.rll! cn.]cu],\ting how 
long Illl coukl afionl ttl wai t herc if the rain 
dj,\ not stop. 

It la.stNI at it,; worst ollly ten minute.; or 
Sf), being the ,ki1't of a black thunderstol'lu lie 
cuul<1 see drifting off 0\'(:1' the \\'ood"d hil!., 
I)cyont!. But before it \\,,\S over, Lionel ha<1 
takell the ro.,,! making for horn!) \vitll 
0.11 Sliced. It woul,l tlo for It bolll 
\\*u.l'l'i(Jr to bf! afraill of wc;t. 

The shower SO,in passe,!, bnt it hacl given 
such a liber:t1 wllterln;.( to the l'o!l,ls th'lt 
tbcy m,,/I,' h(,:1.\·Y going. !lnt! Li())wl found it 
hal',kr work now thlln OIl his Iva\, out. 

" It was lIlo,tly up hill, so llOw I shall 
the going tl.o\\'u:' wa!'> his rdlediol1, 

ns he trca:11ed UI\'tLy through the fresh mUll. 

_","_ .. 

OWADAYH when pm·tics of our boy;; nHl.kc N periollien.l to the "Zuo," the 
Nil.tuml MU';CUlll, antl. othet similo.\· 
places, with a view to llllluscnwnt !lml in-
struction combined, it lw.s oft(:n ,eelllcc\ to 
llwa pity that the grellt docks at the Bust Ena 
of TJondon eoultl not also be thU6 visited. 

i::)ome lllny mise the cry at once that the 
docks are so "dirty." Be tll!1.t as it m:I)', 
on this particular elr.y of which I all! spcl1k-
ing, the bright sun \\'m; shining on the 
water, and glistening through the mast:; 
and coraagc, tmnsforming the usually dull 

into brilliant Turuere;;'jue pic-
tnres. Therc wa;;. luoreo\'er, an indefinable 
smell--if it cot:ld be so calletl.-pery::t.d-
ing the air, t\ combined of much 
amI yaried merchandise, sensolletl with 
thn.t rotten, ul:l.r!;h-gnseous odour. peet:· 
liar to riverside premises, which, strange us 
it may seem, i:'l Cal' trom disagreeable. 

Down olle si,le of the QllltY there were 
moore,l several occan·going steamer" 
di,charging cargo, llccOllll'o.nid by an un· 
ceasing rattle of chains an<1 much shouting. 

Here was a \'cssel jllst arrived from the 
East Indies, with a cargo which seemed to 
be composed of a miscellnneouH Ilssortlll!:11t 
of odds n.nd ends. Piles of ma.ngy·looking-
hides, funt!\stically distortcd timber, allli 
huge bundles of rattans were scatteretl about 
in choice profusion. By the way. these 
piles of timber a.re often respon,ible for 
many curious stowawll.)'s-not of the two-
legged kind, but of the six, eight, ten, 
o.nd "nobody l:no\\'6 how many" leggeu 

hn.u Lt!come -
l'oad:lille inn he lll\d passed on the wn.y out? 

As be slackened snect! to look n.Lout for  
I;ynclhu.st Chmeh spin', which ought to  
scnt itself some\\'110re as a la.nlIUlal'k,  
clouds ole'1.recl, to let out a g:'en.t rim of golden  

c<lging the horizon in front of him. 
that be the sunset'? If so, he \\'u,; 
on tIle wrong tack. He Imew enough 

01 of the Ncl\' Furest to un· 
lk1'3t'\lll1 tlIat ho ought to be making 
wanl8 towitnls the scn., allli not II'cstwn.rds, 
as his COlll'"C now too\; him. Altlhurst, 
\viwl'c ho Jived, lay in the vcry l!lJlll't of tht) 
fore.t, il,ntl he had set out ill n. northward 
<iiruction. 

" I 11Ill this isn't the way I came. 
I must t::.kl'rt lC \nong tum ,OUlt\whcre 
or other." s:d,1 he tu himself. Au,1 the lll!Xt 
Lend (Jf tlk roa,l Ll'Ou..:ht him on what he 

t,lU most lamou, 1101m of the 
:::-;,'w 

'l'hruugh the, in 0. hoHo\\', he SttW 
the tlreBclled c:\nl'>1, screen of n cocoa-nut 
pitch, wller<', only ttW ,lay bdolY! yc;;t.:rdn.y, 
he ami Fred llromtiel.l htl,! Lowlo<1 at cocoa-
nut:; with such that tiHJ 
lust his t(!n'I",r [1,,,,] would. not kt them try 
any more. And there, sure enough. on the 
othe!' silla of the wad, was the Unfn;; Ntonc, 
an ugly d lI':l.rf wo"lisk, llla!'king the tmllitlona! 
scene of the death of that king 
Idlle,1 by Nil' W,lltc!' TYl'rBlI'" nrrow---
II \'cry cloub(iul ot0r)" in which the Dilly 
c('rtain fact is tint William 
!il'(:/I in sllch 11. \lay that it was not llltwh 
to be 1I'0n<1('rc!lllt if sUllwbo,lv took the Chl1.llCC 
to kill him; thong;!. perhaps, poer Tyrrell, 
who has oorne the b:ame in 80 lUUllY 
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A ROMANCE OF THE DOCKS. 
kind, who l1lake their wny on boanl, un(1 
stow the!ll:schecl wugly llWUY in £ome do.rk 
corncr. 

I remember once seeing CODle up from the 
hold of an old tub of n sailing jUHt re-
tnrnc,ifrolll Burmn.h, one of the !uq;c,;t 
I Im\'c cver sct eye,; on. It itliclf on 
tho arm of one of the men unl()!\(iing, who 
scr(:iJ.llletllike n \1'Olllan at the touch of the re-
pUlsive thing, while mateR bung rOllnd, too 
frighten!)ll to offer l1.11y assistance. At last, 
hOlve..,cl', it wns hnockcti off, am! fel! illto the 
water, from which it llever rcturned, 
robbing the" Zoo" of a valuable liml mrt:: 
speeimell. Centipedes, lJ.nd other fCllrsolllC 
bea;;ties turn up galore, while wukes Ilre 
vcry often disco\'erc,tl. 

l:'mther down are t\l'O American cattle-
bon.t". They have tli,el1:lq;ed the co.ttle 
lower down the river, and nre now unload-
ing miscellaneous cllrgo. Half·saeks of 
f1()ur, bearing iiOlllC\\,l!M CUphoBilm,; tick,s 
Oll their side;;, urc coming rapi(lIy down a 
Rh(;ot over the ship's It woult! be well if 
those rabitl spirit,; who so gliolyabout 
war with the Cnitc'll Stlltcs coultl take a 
wllik down to tlw docks ana the thou· 
sands (Iud thousands cf sacks of flour tllllt 
come into country clcry week, tho 
numbel' of which i, increasing by leaps r.llll 
bOUlllls. It wCJuld sCJon be 5e<:n by IV hut ties 
the two countries urc bouml-tics, not cnly 
of kinship, but of mutual dependence. 

Stn.nclinf( in cne of the arc some 
round dark brown objects. l'he;:e urc 

gl·ca.yeS, or tl1110w scr!lp as it is calle(l in 

..... ...... .........", ....... ......  
his friend Bromfiel,l for cha.lliug him n.s n. 
desccndlJ.ut of a murderer. 

'Ihis hollow, in fine weathcl" is selclom 
witlwut visitors, tourists, excUl'sionists,:md 
their haugers-oll. But the rain had driven 
them lIll away, and Lionel found himself 
here alone, hart1ly knowing wllicl! Wfl.y to 
tum. This he knell', that tbe Uufus Stone 
\\'"s ncar the northern edge of the forest, 
miles irom Alllln;rot. ,\Yhell he looked at 

watch, to see that it was pnst sil( O'clock, 
he might well be concerncd "bout being l£llc 
Ior the appuintment he hail made. And 
v:lmt, thOll, woultl that mao Ham]!iiltire lout 
s.cy to him, after hio so scornfully dec!uring 
that the lmc];wllrclllcss W,l,S like to be thu 
other WilY on '! 

1,ionc(mr.tlc haste to fly from that spot as 
hotly n.s Waller Tyrrell must 11lWC done it 
he really killed the Het! King. But Tyrrell 
hat! Qne ut! van tnge ol'er thi£ descendant of 
his, in n steet! th!\t ,Iiu not mind mud. 

H'rhe (t.:'J.tIWrt'll ru.i..'(; (m pinlom, :-kim tlu' air.  
Sot tht! HIlti ;-.U:l lctift tue lX'IU':'  

So says n. certain poet; and he might 
lnl\'e fount! a term of more forcible com-
pnrisOll, hall hicycles hc('n inl'cutet! in his 
dn)', Ilntl illlcl h,; hud to force Olle up II 
50ft hillll.ft(!r a lielLV,Y Well for one 
in such II case tha.t he have not !l. I'U lh-
less foe haru at his ItcuLs! IJionel's ioo, so 
fill' 11.5 he knew, WI1.H rathe·r in the 0ppoRite 
,Iil'(,ction; what he (carel! was not to come 
tiP with hill! in timl" fl.nt! wi th <1iElllay be re-
Ulelliburei1 his own stillging tuunt--

"Sure to finl! S(Jllle c:\cu"e fur saving his 
bacon! " 

(Tv be cu!!linlt,'d,) 

AmCl·ica., being the remnants from tallow-
meltiug prefisetl into cake>! all(! imported 
onr hert:', to be usct! principally fOf dog- !l.nd 
lloultry-fl'rdinf(_ 

ThOBe ilollting grain. elevator;;, for urWon.tl-
iug o.ntl mcnslll'ing gruin iu lmlk, are 
lllufvellous in the rapidity with which they 
unload the sJlips. There iR not RJlacc 
f:l!ough here to the method of \\'orJ;illl:(. 
I:lntlicc it to $ay t1mt t:l() del'ILtor is floated 

,L pipe is Icc down into the loosc 
grain, which is forcell up by plleUllJV.tic 
. into hoppers, Which, imlllcdiateiy 

!'()lluisite <Juuntity is obtained, open 
automatic"lly, nnd the grain is shot illtO 
the lightcr below. 

'1'bongh harmless enough to look ut, thCF.il 
ha.lcs of jutc fOHn \'cry 
trell.chel'ous cll.rgo, us the BS. ,MissOUTZ 
fouml to h('r eost SCllle time ago, when Il 
tire broke out in her hold, clIu.ed by t1lC 
hee.tiug of jute D.llU in spite of 
thu strc:nuous efforts of ail conccrned it 
cculd ))ot be got under (in a llouLle Ecnse) 
until the ship hud been III Swunsea 
hnrbour. 

''"hut u II"OrnH,atcn ship this is 
unloo.ding cocuanuts, by menns of (, 
hana· wOl:kcd derrick! On her therc is 
un und(>ciphcrn.ble !lnme, written in $trag-
gling ycllow chamcters. A shaggy-looking 
dog prowls tIP and dOWIl the dirty deck, 
Larking ferociously Il.t all ncw-comers. :t'he 
crew nrc still more shaggy and uncouth, and 
there seems little in common between them 
and the sma.rt, well-dressed men of tbe 
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atlantic liners lower down, Yet these men 
are fine sailors, and the rotten little vessel 
ha.s brayed lUany a terrible storm that has 
sadly crippled her powerful sisters', 

What a strange fascination these old 
wooden sailing ships have! Like old manor-

always seems some mystery 
lurkmg wlthll1 them. I remember once the 
captain of a vessel which at one time ran 
betwe:n Singapore and Borneo, and other 
ports In the Eastern Archipelago, telling me 
the story of a strange mystery which had 
occurred on his ship. 

As is often the case, several of his men had 
deserted while in one of the ports, and he 
waR hard pressed to find substitntes. Among 
the miseellaneous lot he was compelled to 
engage, was U I'at·faced little Chinaman, with 
an unpronounceable name, whose whole 

appeal'eJ to hi; conta.ined 
III a.squa.re boo:,made of some pungent-

wood, which he guarded with 
Jea.lous care. Many of the me!l elldel1voured 
to draw from him the secret of the box, but 
they were met with such threatening scowls 
that they soon left him alone, with onc 
exccptio!1. This was a Iw.!f-bred D7!l.k who 
pel'sistently pestered tho evil.1Qoldn,;' eeiestial 
with chullsy jokes_ <> 

. however, came of it, until one 
mg.lt. the. sleepy watch were awakened by 
11 shl'lll yeU, of such import that it almost 
paralysed its hearers, Hushing for\vl,rd 
(luickly followel by tho men from below: 

ioun(l the Dyak lying bce upward, with 
":lde.open eyes into spa.ce. By his 
jude was the Chmaman's mysterious box, 
\nth ono side ripped out; while in his hn.nd. 
\,-a,s a. short knife, which he had. evidently 
llsed to force open the box, 'rhcre wa.s no 
wound on his body, but his face Wag slVollen 
1l.Imost beyond recognition, o,nd the eyes, 
shining gh'l.stly in the mo:>nlight, were 
nlrrH)f;t from their sockets. 

'l'lle box: lay until at last one 
of the men, taking 11 lantern, pe:;ped into it. 
Inside tberrl WM nothinO" save a 
tiny h(>ap of dURt, like pn.!e-coloured snuff; 
but Htmnge to say, while it was being 

!l. breeze Cl1me throngh 
the rigging, and the next moment the dust 

gone! Anll 1'10 wag the Ohinaman, for 
he wns ne\'cr seen again. Whetber hfl W!I"! 

killed and fell overboal'd in the scuffle, or 
whether, as the sailors believed, the box con-
tained an evil spirit, which, after killing the 
Dvak, had spirited away the Chinaman, was 

known. One peculiar circumstance was 
that on the deck, by the side of the box, 
there was burnt in the wood a peculiar round 
ma.rk, as if it had been seared with a hot 
iron. 

This tale, a.lthough it may callse 
merriment by reason of the supernatural 
in it, was told me in perfect seriousness and 
good faith, and I firmly believe the lllain 
incidents are true, 

We now pass over a swing-bridge, and 
there in fron: are the timber sheds, These 
hlige baulks covered with grime and dust are 
nlahogany; and they have been lying.here 
for many years, IDl1turing. The large pmno· 
forte and billil1rd·table makers have here a 
stock worth a fabulous amount. 

Some of the logs are so huge, that it looks 
almost impossible to move them. But over-
head is a powerfu I travelling erane, tlnd this 
comparativelv small machine will haul one of 
these logs from place to place with 
a dexterity almost h UHum. 

To those boys with a taste for mechanics, 
this is indeed aparadi se. Oranes of all sorts 
and sizes, hydraulic and steam; swing-
bridges which, by the movement of a small 
leyer, swilw round r,s easily as a well-oiled 
garden and - llHl.lly other wonderlnl 
devices, sllch as floa ting derricks, capable of 
lifting many tons, steam dredgers, etc., 
which alas! I have 110 space to describe here. 

The younger children, I am afruid, v;ill be 
disa ppo;nted at not seeing anything of II mOl'e 
animated natL\re, I know one little chap 
\vho seemed to think that the" Docks" must 
be a kind of free-and-easy Zoological Gardens, 
where wonderful birds, beasts, and reptiles 
wandered free. He W!l.S shown the big ships; 
but they failed to impress him. The big 
cranes were as nought, and at last he col-
lapsed with a sorrowful wail of "There ain't 
no parrots! " 

No, "there ain't no parrots" to be seen. 
In fact, this trade in living animals is princl. 
pully centred at Liverpool, [Llthough even 
now the naturalists' shops in St. George's 
Street will supply one with anything, from 
lions to lepidoptera. 

A.lthough this trade is nothing nearly so 
profitable a.s it used to be, yet tbere are 
many men who still make considerable 
additions to their wages by bringing over 
various wild creatures. There is, however 
a tel"rible waste of life in so doing, as full; 
ninety per cent. of these poor birds and 
animals die on the voyage over. 

Here is something that will please Master 
and Miss "Sweet Tooth," These stiehl'-
looking brown blobs are" skiM" of Musca_ 
vado s::1gar from Barbados. iI-!ost of the 
skins are broken, and the 'iuays are covered 
with a vile treacle-like SUbstance. 'I.'hero is 
not much resemblance between this stuff 
and the white, sparkling cubes used at te.1-
time; such a. vast difference in appearance 
does the refining process make. 

" Raw" sugar comes from a variety of 
places, and each different sugar carries its 
own price in the market-" Demerara," 
H Peruvians,)) H Surinams,H 
"Egyptians," "Barbados," "tc. The imest 
sort of DClllerara sugar is, I belie'."€, sh'led 
" Choice Bloomy." • 

Only the other day this particular spot 
was inundated with curmnt" (kindly remem_ 
ber to spell it with au " a," Mr. Printer, or I 
may be accnsed of dishing up an antiquated 
pu:;.). They had been shipped in. barrels, 
whICh latter appear to llave been somewhat 
darnl1ged in transi:; and consequently the 
plo.ce covered with tllis toothsome 
grocery. . 

It is a man'el to me now the sticklebacks 
exist in the :fil thy water in the basins; 
yet they do, and appear to thrive; and these 
" sparrows of the water" may be seen swim, 
ming a.bout, as cheeky and perky as if they 
were in the waters of some beautiful clear 
stream, instead of this thick, muddy liquid. 

But we must now depart, as it iB neatlv 
closing time; but ere we pass through 
big gates, let us not forget the small iron 
box which silently appeals to us for our help 
in maintaining the lifeboats round our coasts. 
Need I say there is nothing more deserving 
of our sympathy than this grand and noble 
cause? and if, my lads, you should at any 
time visit the docks, and have some coppers 
burning big holes in your pockets, don't for· 
get to exercise n. little self·deniJll in aido! the 
lifeboats and their crews. 

SOltE MOVING FIGURES, AND HOW TO MAKE THEM. 
By E, F. HOBDE}!,  

Autllar 0/" it Toy Steamer, ana JIOlO to Mal" II,"" The' Boy'. Own' locomotIve," ele., etc,  

tTnF. arms arc to bc cut out in pa.irs locked 
together, as in fig. :), a.nU may be either 

carved or fiat, !llld are wired on in the SiLme 
way. Drill a flne hole through each pair of 
arms !l.t _\, (mIl make them a.bout 6& 
IO!1J{ from shoulder b shoulder. 

'fhe h,,!1<l H ought to be cr.rved out from 
th" solia, Il.lllt TImko IwaiL'lrathel' full sized, 
flay 1 inch, as a little top weight is of 
adv'l.tlbl.ge. and they should be made to look 
&$1 comical !l.>l PQ3%iiJle; cut the hase of the 
neck ;;li;.:htl;: cun'eel and run a slit across at 
c with lL SUW, a.m! tl.llother at n in the neck 

the h(:8.<1 to tho body by glueing 
in n. strip of k.ther or couple of foldsof ca.lico 
and allow to dr.),; have the two portions of 
neck to;,:ethl'I', !'o thllt there is only a 
very sliitht amount of play. 

:;';OIV 11"i111. them with oil colour to look 
bril(ht; say with blue knee-breeches a.nd red 

bbck boots and strilled jel' . .;oys, 
Will'll 'Illite ury put a. lmgtb. of black 

PAllT II, 

thread through tl1e holes _" faBtan a bel1.t pin 
to one end and hook it into a. curtam or 
ronnd the leg of a table or cha.ir about six 

Fru. fi. 

inches up from the ground, by 
the thread at the other end III yOm' lland, 
with the figures about midwa,rbetween ilia 
cha.ir and yourself, you CAn cause,them 
to perform most amusing antICs; if th,e 
light is not too strong, the t.l1.read belng bl!l.CJ> 
is invisible, and to an onlooker they .eem to 
be acting alone. . 

Those mysterious things advertised as th€ 
.. Manx Mwnikins" you have perhaps heard 
of; they were described as being a.;:tually 
alive, and were sold in closed boxes wlth tha 
lids pasted down, which alone 
surely to have ra.ised something n:ors i!:a.n 
a suspicion on the part of the In te,naUlg 
purchaser' but doubtless many a guileless 
youth and 'grilSs-green country maiden w,ere 
taken in bv the carefully worded advertise· 
ment, and" pa.id down their fa: the 
thing that. was described as actually 
alive, and that would bleed If pncked., was 
also ca.pa.ble of feeling pa.ill, and was mora-
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