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é¢ I WILL not pretend to say,” commenced

‘Cuttlefish, “that the story Tam abong
to relate is one of my own experience, for, ng
you all know, T am not Tond of telling marvel-
ous stories; but'tho observation of our friend
Bottlenosa, respecting Arvctic Joo's mermajd
wife, brought all at once into lay mind 8 yarn
that I have heard told at least a dozen times
while I was on board the ‘Endymion’ frigate,
by a messmnte, of the name of Washington
Brown, who was the great yarn-spinner of the
ship.

o 1T he had told it only onece, I should have
put the story down as I have done some of our
mates’ liere, ns a lively bit of romanes jor,if in
the many times he has told it he had varied it
in any of the incidents, I should have thought
of the saying, that ‘liars ought to have good
menmories,” but, as it was always given in nearly
the same words, I bLelieve that, although he
must have dreatnt some of it, yet the story in
the main istrue. Still Iconfess, some parts of it
are hard to believe ; but ag T have never been in

o thick mi
flashed upon me,

perhaps hundreds of fathoms, walk
difficulty, but breathing
wonderful, and I thought
I was soon to be hewildered with lings that were
far more astonishing,

came in view of 3 geene that
my amazement,

good fourth of the fish I had heen at such erllhh; m
Enmh, for the vessel wanted 1p‘g‘\|‘t:-|;;|uv,L ‘n‘u!ll i« nyl!H;l‘:
sgot with o vengeanee—{or it flashed aerows tf
:B‘L‘n]“ltl’ \;(1”3“1(5 nt'"ﬁre, while the thonder boowed

and rolled fike a sixty-thousand pounder. i
Ouee or twice, taking advantage of (‘hu’\\.'n}d.: “.'],)j

ping about, T mauaged to geta little nem o ‘b‘;“f’llli:

near envugh to distinguishy the ontline of the he

Iand, and to sce plainly the lisht burning 1(1’9‘11‘1“
cobtage window; but it was foodark w see \_\n‘_\.» , 1‘1‘1‘
more, and fur too wild anichl for auny of my friends

0 get a chanee of putting oura boat for iy Feacue,
?u?ust Bily my liul!u eralt battled hravely \\xtl.nAlln»
billows, but she gave in ut lnsgispr:mg A leak—and
1) Rucw thas all was up with mao.
théi:li i”é'luun;: «luspm';xrclylu[ the bru_lgnn mast, ‘*f“i
then an immense wave, the biggest of ity kind [ h'l.d
ever seen, rose up over me, descended w @[h an ewor-
mous weight, swamped the vessel, turned Ler over,
and down I went like lead, .
F¥rom thut moment I becawe insensible,
= * # L3 .

“Ilalloal where am I now?” I cricd to mysell,
in great confusion aud wonder, % When 1 lasi my
senses 1 owus drowning as fust 18 1 coutd drowo,
without any chance of Tescue, dub now—goud gri-
cious me! wWhat placeis (Iijs 2 .

It was a curious spot, truly; an immense cavern
of hard rock, arched and hollowed out, iy all manuer
of fantastic forms, and with all kinds of carious
plants and trees growing in it. .

A kind of twilight eame in thronglt a hale in the
roof. The cave smelt strongly of weasweed, whieh
made me think I had been eastashore o sonm wild
part of the coast. I Jitthe thoushl (hat fueiend of
heing s thesea T was wader i,

“ 1 must find out whers © amy b marmured, slrie-
gling to my feet, 1 ean’s have heen drowaed, or
else I could not be wlive now. Why, how's this?
bless me, T ean's walk 1
- Tor T found mysclf utterly unable to keep my foot-

ing over the slippery, sea-weed-covered rocks, and,
what wag still stranger, '
against me so heavily-—not that it was the least indy
—that I conldn’t nuike my way through i, Added th
this, something scemed all filmy, ag if seen through

the alr sccmed to press

518
What did it all mean? At length the conviction
I was under the water |

Yes, I was actually richt down beweath the epq,
Y along with
usible.” It was
T muxt be dreamingy hut,

Ay Casy as pus

I strugeled along to the entrance of the eave, and
still further inereased

As fur

such a place as Brown describes myself, it is
no more fair for me to say that thepe is nosuch
Place in existence than it would be ta doubt
the stories of Livingstone and Stanley’s ex-
plorations in Afriea. )

T must say, however, that the story is a
lIong one, and if the company will congent T
will divide it into two parts, the first of which
I wlillﬂ relate to-night, and the second next
week., - . :

Therequired permission having been granted,
Cuttlefish-cominenced as follows—

WAsmNc'rpx Browy ealled

1i
d

his story—-
AN ADVENTORE UNDER THE SE4,

And always beaan it in this fashion—

Before T had the' hongur of  serving in Her
Majesty's navy I ‘was cmployed in asg
father,” who was o fishierman ag Polpairow, on the
eoass of Cornwyll,

I was still & lad at the time 1 speak of, bug having
been at the business almost from my infaney I knew
how to manage a Lout a8 well s many an old
Stagrer, : . o

Father ang myself generally went o
but on this metorible oceasion the o
laid up with rheumativs and could n.
me, -

ut together,
1d man was
0b acegmpany

.
“ Nevermina,™ saig I, “of conrse 1 cqn take eare
?f the hou}ts, u}ud iilysc-l;f}l}on, and I warrant ')} bring
tome such ahuul as will niake Fou open your eyes s
Youth is apt to bo e H

broken rocks, covered with al] f
and shells of every possible size and form,

as large as any I had ever
g being nearly as big as herrings, and
isting. ‘my themselves big in broportion (or ratlier out of pro-
portion).

glaring
what they should do with their
prisoncer I found I was,

in custody, aud bore me in triumph to the great cod,
the king of
his shell throne,

me in & most ferocious o
** thia'mortal s,

w]mlgsu.le murderers and kiduappers calied fishier.
men.'?

a3 I conld see stretehed immense magses of
S0rts of marine plants
Perched upon

an mimense shell, whieh evidently

served as a throne, was an enorimons cod-fish, oy

WIge 48 4 porpoise at leagt, rouud him swam ubout a
ozen attendant dolphing, while fish of every species,

from” gharks to shrimips and sprats, were guthered
round theéir monareh’in thousands. T'hen thire were
sea-snakes
aspect that you would turn giddy if I were to at-
tempt deseribing

and other monsters, so extraordinary in

them to you,

Among the fishes I recognised every species that

we fishermen were in the habit of catehing, either
with rods or nets,

rable ereatures were turned full ‘upon me, those of
these fish in particular
rage.

and while the eyes of the inmume.
seemed gleaming with fearful

Kvery one of the fish seemed at least twenty timoes
seen—the very shrimps
the herrings

The whole population at onee swarmed round me,

angrily, and debating amonge thensclves
prisonér—for g
Two large tobsters took me
the fish, as he reclined majestically upon
“AbD he exclaimed, hig gogale-eyey glaring at
& threatening manner,

to judge from his dress. one of those

X yery coufident, as you know, I was surprised to hem‘@ fish talk (although T haq

and I quite poch-poohed all my pm-_m’xts’ fears about heard of thI:z “ Talking Iish* bcfo(re), “and rather

wuy setting forth alone on the expedition, taken aback at the words he gaid, . - o Co
Fortunately it wag ye ¥

\ ‘ 'y fie weather when 1
started, for the fipst w0 or three hours alt continned
serene, Twag geing a good haul, ang there scemed | ¢
LYery prospect of my currying out my boast; but
suddenly the wing arose In enormouy ousts, the
meon was darkened, and heavy wountaing of ctoud
were banking up fn the skies, B )
sew that the weather was going to change for the
worse, auid began to feel & lictls TARGARY Af my
Dosition—rnany mites out and alome inthe Doy,
TR would b e," thought L “to be contented
with What I've get, and make for shore betore it
- bursts overhead,” : . ) j
Bat this was pasier snid than donsg.
I leut the !g}:{tlnlmut amd Began tacking,
SR Wisso dead aguinst me gt ke ve
Hitle T 38 Hy © that L conld nake very
It was soon blowing very stiff indee
waves, sarplny and frotling np ke
wy little eruft about Iike L Walnug-sliel
Fanw that T should have pore thiag all my work to
keup hey ufloat 3 and wionld have given everything 1
ever had or was likely to-haye 1o lave soen’ g éoTu.
rade at my side to assigg me : :
1 at last'found it Leeessary to throw overboard g

d, and the
ly'ealst, togsed

one voice,

plead: gujlty  {o
dominions, selzing
wholesale
the ocean 7

ask me whether T catel and eat fish
others, 1 must own 1 do, like all othe
but I assire you

without it we could not live at all."

but the | a9 retorted the

live a8 ‘o man, anyhow.” Do we.com
Sel2& your peoplé toeat or gell 97 - -

other fishes arein the habit of wateling for
fortunate men that may

then gnap them up without merey.”

this assertion by snappine the
horribly sugeestive manse

All the ‘others joined in assent, aceusing me, 'wlth

of being a fisherman——the SWorn enewmy of

heir race. : P :
*Now then,” said King -Cod, sternly, «do you
cthe charge ot nvading ‘my
my subjects, ‘and  eowmmit; ng
among the harmiess Populiceof

slaughter
* Pleasé, yonr majesty,” said I,

“if you mean to
» Or sell them to
T fishermen
we only do it from necessity, and

¢ And what would it ‘matter if you 'didn’t live at
king; “afigh has asmuch right to
e oi shore and
“ No, certainly ROL" said Iy bt sharks and some
any un-
come withintheir reach, and
Two tremendous sharks close to me confivimed
ir jaws together in a
*And if they do eat tuen; ) sald the royal ¢od,

‘nner eave, while T

e .

ey only wvense the wrongs of fishes g genery:
for o cotrsede von fosey we dose thonsandy, It
ot ofien we eatel oman alive, and when we do v
o T ot iy

B g there was no gloam of mere;
wind sty eyes of the oreat cod; a8
il then tarned to hisequally mereileg.

in the staring

pazed ol e

CIUTENIENR
“oA

Now we anost have a (rial,” said hig majesty.
UMY rhends aud advisers, form Yourselves futg 'y,
conneil, Lobeg oseenre the prisoner ones more;
this s an o Woeies Is the prisoner here, whe
condl e s fishernan, wailty or not wnilty of

lishenbaa bt v, and, 8 sy s ey or 1 he not, worthy of
death, necordiog to the Baw e gnd provided
Heve Dimpiored his majesty fivsg td«he:‘z{“t;li&'ﬂtuli
of iy Life, wid, when e agr ed, I told BLim what
alwiys toll to every body the simple teuthy, How T
i been brought up to Bshing, and baughit to regaed
it as hennless even ereditable; how ny father and
it father before we had been fishernien, and ¥
very good, Eivad follos, nevertinelops, -
Tihien dwell vpon my reecnt, adventurey how I put.
ut, caug il wamber GF Hish, bat threw them. gvers

boand agam, when T fognd myvell caynl L fle -
storm, ddrew aopathotie petufe of (g perils and
tervors T eutfored, amd the fearfal state o grief dnd

ity my parents would be in if I wer
Laek to them, k

At times I faneied that the royal fish was S0me--
what touched by my selicifatious, and thonght I suy.
his hard cyes solteninee w little, so § regplyed to trya
Hittdedlateer ' e

Yo
eoshifer 1

1% senk

Ay T sure, swill spare me wheir :
svenhness o dis Hicanee," 1 spidi
CEamoperiet iy oy whrasd with the pplendoutof:
FOUP MgGje Goefarl i eonmmoners s 1 NENEY 0
peetud (o e sk of Bacl ehorizos ise, and suefi |
phttering eaverns, nor eould 1 bave hﬂ'lm” e
oceun cottained mounLains like thit yonder
Al the fishes wint into shouts of ]zmghte}' a8
poinied to the objeet Just mentioned., . el
v tain, indeed 07 exeliied the kings®
that is my friewd the Prinee of Whales s he's ke ing
Very quict, for L' ok vory well, poor fellow, having
had aofizht latedy with o Diat’s crew of your u!]:'g\u‘;
oug e, who piereed hin with luu‘pr)‘nm;‘. l‘hu'éap )
is, thou ignorant aud finless miortad, tt water {54
magnifler to buman eyes, aud therefore, tll()ug’p noue:.
of uy are furrer than Lifie, we appear 50 to yow.”. e
“And wonld your maje v please to inform me,”?
T asked, wishiny to keep Lim in a oml humour,
“how it is thag 1, belng dwercly a land anbnal, find

mysell thus able to Iive and breathe beneath p?;g o
water?” e i
* Yor agreat depth helow the surface,” reburned

W5 sealy mrijesty, with au air of areat wisdom, “t.h(f
sei I8 80 demae that human beings cannot brcul;holh -
b, siuking dewn heve, you have reached the purer
clements, where no winds or storms ean come nd
where the witer is sg light that aay ~1i1{1d~
creature can live in ir.** ’
“And how far muy I be
king 3 1 suid.
sseven miles and u half,” said he.
©Amuzing 1 eriiag,
BuLwe e wasting
his stern demennony

i

from the surface, great

I3 iy
1 luve to 1"1“5 ﬂl]‘? (li.“ i
our guilt toa jury, and abide by their dedsion :
¥ A rﬁu’r!l:w iv,-,:!ul s;uu rtwas now nssenbled ,‘,“g;‘u'hd
jury ul‘('our-uud»twunty fish of different speeies’ was -
formed, dertnok’
A sharlk prosecuted and a Jobn Dory under !l"? !
m;:l dci‘uncc.l The king assumed the offics of 4868
and the trinl began, o
it Was worse than being at the bar of @11(3,0}%_
Bailey, for there 1 might have had sowe chemfet fﬁ
cseaping torture at least, but here, who eonld liit 2
What sufferings my fishy enemics. ight nob inflics
upou me? L : 11 ak to
Lhere were, of eonrse, no ‘witsesses to ¢all ‘28 ot
character; I was to be jntdgccl only uponiny owi
confessions ag to my past life, "
The shark made ixi clognent speech, !“’«i“‘tmgf‘m "
decds of fishermen in the darkest colowrs, dﬁ”h"f}nl%"
that they were nothing  but bands of wholesi. &
murderers, aml especially guoting the fate (;t‘ one o
his relations, who was recently taken by them, te
oI shis ease,” said the sliark, ©my uufortunety
relative fell a vietim to maliee only, since, as “;" .
do not eat or sell sharks, ‘there.can be no regson m";
catching and killing them,  The very faet of béf’u;,ﬁ
fisherman isa crime deserving of death, by the t&‘hi‘%
of the sea; the prinoner himself confusses that hi
has for years been a fisher man—or rather boy—and
therefore must, in his timne, have destroyed thopsnpﬁ}ﬂ
of your majesty’s loving subjects, An example. 18
required to put a stop to these outrages ; J?“f"tffe
demsmdsd that bﬁw culprit shouk‘l, be immediately
consisned to condien runishment., B :
The John Dory lﬁcl"umlcd me against this attacll«;
with great ability, dwelling upon thefaet of my yout p
184 reason for mitirating the sentence ; saying tha
Lhad been tanghg fishing by others, and did not Mk‘; .
foit from eumity towards the fishos themselves, bub .-
n order to live, L
“It would have bren very different,” pursuel ﬁ!@r
Dory, “had the prisoner been one of ‘those cru¢
anglers who eateh fish for more sport, and do ot
are what suffiering they inflict—such culprits a
those deserve no merey, and [ would show then
noues but with this lad, o far from being, a wil
murderer of fish, it has been simply. o ma
buginess ; therefore I hold him not gruilty “of
eapital 6fience, and only guilty, if at all; of”
more excusable crime of unintontional piseie

fish glaughter,” : ; :
-The jury, having heard beth sides, retived
was left a prey to the mo

rowing.anxioty,

(Pa o continned,)
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&FTER the company had Dbeen supplisd
+£L  Barmnele Bill called upon Cutilefish to
give the completion of his story,

Cuttlefish proceeded,

AN ADVENTURE UNDER THE EEA.

(Continued from page 14,)

Never did T pass such a wretehed half-hour

in my
life; it was worse, If possible, than waiting for a
dentist.

At lagt the jury returned to court, and my anxisty
reached sensation piteh,

A minute more and I knew the worst—the verdict

was—"“guilty," |

“Isit r_ruily ¥ on all charges 7 asked the king,

“Ou all eharges, my lord,” replied the foreman—
or rather forefish—of the jury,

“ And [ must say Iru!iiy agree with your deoision,”
was the royal response; * nothing remains now but
to pass scntence in the usunl form,*

50 he placed upon his head a large, black shell,
anil provounced judgment, viz., “ that the prisoner,
buing found auilt of fish-glaughter in the first
deurce, must be taken from the place of condemna-
tion tothe place of imprisonment, and from thence
to the pluce of execution; where the said prisoner
£hall and will be killed, slain, slay rhtered, executed,
and put to death by being nipped by lobsters, after
whicli skinned by éels, and, lastly, eaten by sharks,”

On liearing this horrible gentence I was in despair,
and, falling down at the king’s feet—I mean his fins
—Limplored his merey.

“lmpossible!™ was his reply. “It would be
agrinst the law, which even I have to respect; I
;\-iuu]tn‘i not respite you if I could Guards, Temove
im '

“ Stay, Frent king," interposed the shark, *the
sentence is not complete yet, for I find here, ne-
cording to a statute made In the twentieth year of
the repm of your late respected grandfather, a
prisoner found guilty of these crimes must undergo
the retribatlve torture,

“and what is that 1

* Ha ! sald the king ;
“He must be served as he serves the flshes,™
must be cavglit by a hook

replivd the shark ; “ viz,,
aud line, and then el along till ha is nearly
in a

all
dead, then he muuq,\e bagired and tossed up
Arrows may be ehot into him,

CHELSEA.

met.  In some cases,
ni!lt;; fish are killed that way upon some parts of the
earth,”

“ It that's the Iaw,” answered King Cod, * it must
It;e ‘;milq‘x Ouk What ho, there !apply the retributive

urture

Fere vasaprospect! entreatiesand expostulations
X wie dckzed i th f thie horrib)

wils seized in the nrmas of the hor e oetopus, or
devil-ish—~one of his mijesty’s sworn tonuprcr’n—
“I;u Il:-'ld foe 50 tightly Le ncarly squeezed the life
ot of me,

Meanwhile, some other fish cast at me & long line
~—&]prirently the eable of some wreeked ship—havin,
at the end o large hook, baited with & very n'cﬁ
plece of eake,

You may be sure that howeyer delleious I was in no
mood to snap at the bait, but T elosed my month and
my eyes i hoeror. T saw the-hook and line coming
tome; [ alvo moved my head with ajerk, Thecake
Came up urainst my lps and broke, the hook grazed
my check, and at Inst caught in my hairy the
octopus, letting me go at this Elgnal, I was dragred
alung by my hid leee, nnd nt last landed safe in the
:lvul:lr;-. t;f t;mt{n_vn Igrolirlp. 'l'%te sensation was fearful

2ony, il the only thin V.
tha r\ the llmkhlnad n*ut uu:ﬁ:t?nm o for. at
" Now you have some Ides how your victimg feel,”
(#aid King Cod, while the shar{ grimmed in veaiét

u’k‘mant: “ apply the other tortures 1 .

L, Turning me round and round tl T was piddy—
"the torturers flung me into ve deep and
r?lr:lm".mh“hm that knocked 3 the breath out

o -
I rank likea stone, and while I

found myself encompassed was struggling 1

! by an enmormous met
wlich bound my hands v
mentl and hund:d my ty::': {I?l:t'msotig Fg];ed Tt

the tighter siruggled

wis I enveloped in ity mesl

Inst I censed to be able to move o8, and at
dragged ashore (s0 to at l.-'l.}- Then I was

as

roe- dead, and roughly pulled out of
iﬂ?cngr:lg; ?i:zrigﬁsiers, who pinchicd me Iibvru]]ly
during the operation, and tossed me up several times
swards.
nr‘t'ell*}‘:ﬁ::oll," suid the cod-king, * that part of 't_hle
gentence has been cémiud out, 80 NOW WAy with

m to the condemned cave,”
hiAnd they * gway'd with me,” aceordingly. ,

My prison was a small, dark eavern, mauny fat 10111!;
deeper than the one I had been in previously, Il:l]:l
infinitely more unpleasant; the rocks were a]
jrgred and gharp-pointed, impossible for me to WII..!{
upon without alipping down ; and when Lattempted
to lie or sit, I found them very uncomfortable resting-
places. ]

My gaolera did notbind or fetter me in-any way,
bl:t ﬂ.%\ms not necessary, forfthay knew as well as

If that I had no means of escape.
mgit{ielli.‘the took the precaution to keep continual
watch outside the mouth of the cave.

T asked one of the lobsters how long I should be
Imprisoned in this place, but he could not or would
not inform me. X
I ‘1‘“ supplied with certain marine plants by way

| of food ; as for drink, I found I had no need for that

at all, for I continually inhaled water as I breathed,
and that answered the same purpose,

Icould not help wondering at my hem%r able to
breathe so far below the sea; if anyone on land had
told me it was possible. should never have believed
them, and yet Eem I was, aliving evidence of the

ct. .
Lt“Whu knows,” I I.hng:)g]l}it,d;‘ whagzer lmlt; ﬂ:&
eople who are supposed to be drowned may nots

Ru\\?n to these regions and meet with a similar fate
to mine?"” : 4

But I had enough to think about in my own situ-
ation without pondering over that of others, and I
found I had a very larze amount of suffering to go
throngh; in fact, 1 was no sooner in the prison than
some most unexpected tortures began.

On looking around.the cave more attentively, I
saw to my horror that it was filled in every nook
and cranny withall kinds of horrible mariné mon-
sters, the reptiles of the deep—as complete plagues as
black-beetles and rats are on'land ; I never saw such
creatures in my life; they were of the most varied,
horrible, and grotesque shapes that could be im-
agined ; some were like serpents or eels, and these
twisted themselyes around my limbs so tightly as to
cause me great Eniu; some resembled frogs and
toads, and these hopped upon me, and bedaubed me
with their nauseous slime; others were in form like
lizards, and they crawled up and scratehed me with
their scaly elaws, and others again had quills like

orcupines, and charged at me like an army of
ayonets,

o short, the tortures I had to undergo were as
various as the beings who inflicted them, and quite
as ditlicult to deseribe,

No one except the great French artist, Gustave
Doré, could give yon an m\e%uate idea of the gro-
tesque and unearthly forms of these monsters,

1 should have thought it was all a terrible dream,
but that the continual tortures I suffered reminded
me fiur too plaindy that I was awake,

* How long i. tins to continue, I wonder?" said I
to myself; “1su'vknow whether I wouldu't sooner
be killed af once sian ‘have much more of it. The
workt of it is there i3 not the slightest chance of my
cseape. Ohl why wasn't I drowned when the hoat
upset, instead of eoming down here?™

But there was nobody to answer that question, and,
2s I could not do so myself, Ileft off thinkin about
it, and gave all my attention to the task of ieeping
off my pestering enemies,

Hours, and it appeaved to me days, passed, and
brought no change in my unhiappy lot, Thelobsters,
SWAM In every morning, bringing me what was in-
tended for my food, but I never could get from them
when I was fo be executed,

Lalso implored them to let me he put in some more
comfortable Sriaon out of the way of the monsters
who were killlng me by inches; but they only elashed
their claws together derisively, with a sound that
very much resembled a laugh, and I have no doubt
was Intended for one,

Liver gince. I had been under the gea’ I had no
sleep, Nthonfh severnl days had passed—not that
there is any distinetion between night and day there,
gi; &;t:ir; fame kind of gloomy twilight is always

r.f

T'was incessantly tortured by the monsters arcne

me, who had caused me go murﬁ iyl

! wounds and paing
:Egmaunga that I thought I al‘n’.ould never raggvjér

At length, able to endure it n0 longer, I mad
my mmc{Z that I must either die at %e-fcc ey

or es
though there seemed littlechoice in the matter, i

of the lobsters had left his post, at the entrance of
theeave, while the other, a little I
be asleepin a corner, t_t e Dl crmrii
“Now or never " thouiiht L
Thad found that wrapping myself round with soft
geaweed was mot only a Irotection against the
attacks of m dy foes, but'soothed the wounds they had
inflicted, an the same means mj htaidas a disruise
80, enveloping mfelf 80 thiclﬁy around with it
that I searcely looked like a man’ at all, I made for
ttJ::g ﬁ;%;-nuce. pnl;sed through it, and glided cloge by

H0 was Sop ik
C Wwas not so fast aslecp a8 I thoy hit—
CVELLs my presence roused him to the %iertitanntlil
ls[tlgklng out his claws, he caught my seaweed cover.
my boy " said I

¥ You shall have it,
all ‘\‘:'II:?I wiiﬁs I ;ould and threw them év.é‘ﬁaﬂg?g =
e the lobster wus strugpling di !
himgelf from the mags qfseawe%ﬁ I%)lfx‘::get?letl‘}:t::uggﬁ
& hole ig_th_a Tooks and entered g larger Béa-cayern,

There was a sliﬁht ray of hope in thefact that one |

— L
which had several outlets communicating with g
lnrorer cavern still,

On getting to that I found other eaverns beyond
it

All was quiet and deserted, not a sole was in sight
(or any other fishy, and so0-I swam ou and on,’ und
rapidly put a considerable distanee between wyself
auu my’l;m— prison. ‘The series of caverns seémed
endless, thougn sometimes 1 came to parts of the
opeu SCh. .

L met a fow fish and some curfous marine monsters,
but none of them offered to molest me,

At last I suddenly eame upon a beantiful
eluster of grottees all shining like crystal or
diamonds, and adorned with bright shellr, green
plants and sea-flowers of all sorts of colours. ~ The
light here was brighter also, and more like the sin-
shine of the upper day. 'he place looked so peaceful
and pleasant that I felt an irresistible inelination to
rest there for awhile,

I cast myself upon a bank of coral, covered with
marine-flowers, and went off into the finest sleep I
ever experienced,

When I awoke I felt much_ refreshed, and my
wounds and hurts were & great deal less painful,

What was my smazement to behold a group of
lovely fumale figures a little way ofl, with eyes fixed
upon me with mingled curiosity and fear. They had
green hair—which isn't a fashionable eolour—but
they combed it carefully with the aid of a hand-
mirror each carried, and they were adorned with a
variety of shells and marine-llower ornaments, which
seemed to me to be their only costume. i

I was amazed and delighted, for at last T had met
with beings of my own race—perhaps these loyely
erentures had once been wrecked and thus become
inmates of the submarine kingdom.

But no, for as, frightened at my approach, they
sheered off, I caught a glimpse of their lish-like ex-
tremities, and saw that they were mermaids, I

Hitherto I had disbelieved in the existence'of such
creatures, but there was no mistake about it now,
for I saw them as plain, I mean as beautiful, us the
bottle-nose upon your face (by which, of course, I
mean nothing personal, but (}&utc the contrary).

I swam after them as quickly as I could, and, as I
did so, could perceive that the'tail of one was a kind
of greenish blue, and the tail of the other a kind of
bluishgreen. i

On they went, and still I kept them in sight, and
the chase grew quite exciling as well s exhinusting,

“ Beauteous beings 1™ 1 excluimed, “fear me not;
come a8 your frlens:,a if you will only prove the smmtz
to meé]y giving me dircetlons as to the shortest cu
tol il

But I might as well have cried to the winds, for
the mermaids sped on quick asa hurricane; t.ho{
seemed to be g an upward dircction, 60
followed them. 4

Presently we came to a _grotto, larger an moerg
magmificent than any I had yetscen, and itswarm
wit’ﬁ mermaids, aud in the centre was one who r’[gci s
peared their queen ; they all seemed much astonis ’
and alarmed at my appearauce. 1

I feared that chin'ijke the fishes, might have some
berribleltm;{ures L\m Bm;-“ for a human intruder.

I resolved to sheer off, 2

Rising in the water was terribly difficult, so, seeing
the two mermaids I had followed disporting abovg
me, I caught hold of the blue-green of one an
the green-blue tnil of the other,

They shricked, and all their comrades rose in ur;
suit; still I held on tightly, the mermaids ept
running from me, rising as they did so with gre
rapidity,

tln::t she of the greenish-blue tail jerked hegﬁsll‘ ;
away from me, but E'Tclung to blue-green tighter than
Ver.

At this moment I saw & light in the water above
me, w];icg looked like sunshine, and increased at
every yard we rose.

Su}(rl cnly blue-green made a violent effort, 1%;:
away, dived down, and disnppeared, and the vio 0k
push she gave me in doing 80 sent me upwards, %ha
with a sudden shock I found myself—where ? m‘nll 2
surface of the sea, about half-a~mile from shore, an
within sight of my father's hut.

It was carly morning, and  fine, clear day. od
Some boatmen saw me struggling in the water, an
Dicked me up, laid

I gvn.a can-lred s.slt.llore, 'l.i]ut forhsevernl days was
up by what I had been through. i

When I got better I gave n% account of my 3‘1"1‘?“"
tures—all ‘marvelled, but I am sorry to say fe
believed, found

My boat had been wrecked in the storm and e
bottom upwards ; of course my fate was rcf?'ﬂrdaner'
certgin, and here had I turned up three days -
wards, i ;

From that hour I never touched a fishing-rod of
net, but turned sallor instead.

The hearty thanks of the company Were
voted to Cuttlefish for his story, which Arct:ct:' !
Joe chasacterised as being an’ artful leaf out
of his book, and the SILENT MAN having been
appointed to tell the next story, the meeting
separateq,

place, 8
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Two men sat down in Junksyille, Pa., the
other day, to experiment on some new kmdxo_'
non-explosive kerosene, and now the coroner’s
Jlll'%{n.re sitting over a button. th

THE youngster who climbed up on tg
pelican's cage during a circus stampede wanis
to know Low a fellow can rest without sitting
down, and what's & good thing for sore legs.
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