












110 THE SCULPTOR OF VERONA. 

cahnness. Each hour- each 1noment, that I remain 

in Verona is at the hazard of my life-" 

" What mean you, sir?" she interrupted, dis

tractedly. ",vhat of Varro-Count Uberto Varro?" 

" Hear 1ne," he whispered ; " men have conspired 
against La Scala ! " 

" The treason!" cried Francesca, angrily. " Bah ! 
Count Camillo, see! I know it all." 

" Then save Uberto's life." 

The sculptor's voice fell as she tre1nblingly de-

1nanded,-" Mother of Heaven! and what of him?" 

" The chief-the leader-the sworn lord of a daring 

band of bold Italians, who vainly dreamed to save 

their land; when one -false and base traitor that he 

was!" crird the Florentine,- " discovered us and all 

our plans ;-to whom we know not.'' 

" Be brief!" cried Francesca. " Those will be 

here anon for whom with thee to meet were death. 
You sought Uberto Varro here ; weeks have elapsed 

since last we saw him. Oh God! what shall I do? 

How save his life!'' 

'' Meet him-· meet him to-night ! " answered 

Camillo. " Madman that he is, perilling all, even 

life, for love; and for a woman's sake, fair though she 

be, rushing into the very jaws of danger to encounter 

the vengeance of La Scala!" 

" Enough, sir!" said Francesca. "I know he loves; 
and she of whom you speak can, surely in an hour 

like this, dispense with compliments. Speed-say on! 

Once in this house, he need fear no danger." 

" Were he here,"· replied the Florentine, " it 
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