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BN OUTIPOST OF PROGRESS.
L.

je were two white men in charge of the trading station.
ports, the chiel, was short and fat ; Carlier, the assistant, was
with o large head and a very broad trunk perched upon a
paiir of thin legs.  The third man on the staff was a Sierra
¢ nigeer, who maintained that his name was James Price.
ver, for some reason or other, the natives down the river
given him the name of Makola, and it stuck to him through
Bhis waniderings about the country, Evervone called him
b He spoke English and French with a warbling accent,
a beantitul hand, understood bookkeeping, and cherished
Is tnnermost heart the worship of evil spirits. His wife
b i negcess from Loanda, very large and very noisy.  Three
0 rolled about in the sunshine before the door of his
shed-like dwelling,  Makola, taciturn and impenctrable,
sedd the two white men.  He had charge of a small clay
Botise with a palm-leaf roof, and pretended to keep a
Moot uccount of beads, cotton cloth, red kerchiefs, brass
and other trade goods it contained.  Besides the store-
and Makola's hut, there was only one large building in
ared ground of the station. 1t was built neatly of reeds,
B verindah on all the four sides. There were three rooms

The one i the middle was the living-room, and had
igh tables and a few stools in it. The other two were
" frooms for the white men.  Each had a bedstead and a
B Do i thie UVaited States of America, 1397, by | Conrad,
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mesguito net for all furniture. The plank oor was lilteree ghver, the forests, the impenctrable bhash it secmed
the station from the rest of the world, he muttered
his tecth,  \We shall see, very soon.”

y some buleggof cotton goods and a few cases of
baving been thrown oo shore, the sardine-box
t oif, not to return for another six months,. On
b the director touched his cap to the two agents, who
the bank waving their hats, and turning to an ullrl
the Company on his passage to headquarters, said,
those two imbeciles,  They must be mad at home
Wl me such specimens, | told those fellows to plant a
garden, build new storechouses and fences, illld‘(‘:(!ll‘
landing stage. 1 bet, nothing will be done! They
Bnow how to begin,  The two most useless men | ever
A alwavs thonght the station on this river useless, and
it the statpon 17

will form themselves there,” said the old stager with

with the belongings of the white men : open hall-cmpty boxes
torn wearing apparel, old boots : all the things dirty, and al
the things broken, that accumulate mysteriously round untidy
men.  There was also another dwelling-place some distan
away from the buildings. In it, under a tall cross much ouf
of the perpendicular, slept the man who had seen the begin-
ning of all this; who had planned and had watched the
construction of this outpost of progress. He had been, al
home, an unsuccessful painter who, weary of pursuing fame
On an empty stomach, aad gone out there through high pro-
tections. He had been the first chief of that station. Makola
had watched the energetic artist die of fever in the just finished
house with his usual kind of “1 told vou so” indifference. Then,
for a time, he dwelt alone with his family, his account books,
and the Evil Spirit that rules the lands under the equalor,
He got on very well with his god.  Perhaps he had propitiated
him by a promise of more white men to play with, by and by.
At any rate the director of the Great T rading Company, com-
g up in i steamer that resembled an enormous sardine box
with a Hat-roofed shed erected on it, found the station in goud
arder, and Makola as usual quietly diligent, The director had

i sinile. . )
W any rate, 1am rid of them for six months,” retorted the

i

B lwo useless men walched the stemner round the bend,

wocniding arm inoarin the slope of the bank, relurned to

the cross put up over the first agent’s grave, and appointed Wlion.  They had been in this wast and _rlnrl-: country D“‘il"

Wayerts to the post.  Carlier was told off as second in charge, [ shart time, i as yet “i,w. L 111.|d:'.t % u.ther yaus

The director was o man ruthless and ethcient, who at tim.us, der the eve and guul;muul of their superiors, r.ﬂl.nrl
but very imperceptibly, indulged in grim humour. He made e A A
it speech to Kayerts and Carlier, pointing out to them the Ahennselves very much ;dnlnc, when sucldu.ulj,' Iulf}
promising aspect of their station. The nearest trading post 0 face the wilderness ; a “I'Iriemﬁh‘. encered _m,”ltf
was about three hundred miles away, It was an exceptional et incomprehensible by the mysterious gllmpb_r::-ru

opportunity for them to distinguish themselves and to eirn Jorous e i “‘“1"5”""['_ Eheryere two _purfrutl:f b2
percentages on the trade. This appointment was a favour and incapable in'm-ﬂl_lmiﬁ’ -,,\~I|r:'|.5;f|::.|:xlleiiﬂti .I'H.':-Tﬂﬁ
done to beginners. Kayerts was moved almost to tears by [siblc through the high s, uf_lhc.t..u I. I.Hu{
his director’s kindness. He would, he said, by doing his best, oW mon realise _”i'“ Bl hhfl’ thj it rhhu.“u. T

ry to justify the Hattering confidence, &c., &c. Kaverls had pater, thir capabilities and ”i‘”r “""qu'i_w"" B
been in the Administration of the Telegraphs, and knew how Qb i bulict Loy thessufely of their surmounds
1o express himself correctly, Carlier, an ex-non=commissioned
officer of cavalry in an army guaranteed harmless by severa!
European Powers, was less impressecl.  If there were commis-
stons to get, so much the better : and, trailing a sully glance

b, the composure, the conlidence ; the emo-
neiples ; every great and every insignificant thought
ot to the individaal but to the crowd : to the crowd
Blindly in the ireesistible force of ils institutions
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Kayerts and Carlier walked arm
one another as children do in
same, ot altogether unpleasant,
half suspects
Liiliar tones.  “Our station is prettily situated,”
The other assented with enthus

beauties of the situation, Then they passed near the grave,
* Poor devil 1" said Kayerts, “ He died of fever, didn't he 2
muttered Carlier, stopping short, “Why,” retorted Kayerts
with indignation, “I've been told that the
self recklessly to the sun. The climate here, everybody says,
is not at all worse than at home, as long as yvou keep out of
the sun, Do you hear that, Carlier ? I am chief here, and
my orders are that you should not cxpose yourself {o {he
sun " He assumed his superiority jocularly,
was serious, The idea that he would, perhaps, have to bury
Carlier and remain alone, gave him an inward shiver. He felt
suddenly that this Carlier was more precious to him, here, in
the centre of Alfrica, than a brother could be anywhere else,
Carlier, entering into the spirit of the thing, made
salute and answered in o brisk tone, “ Your orders shall e
atlended to, chief!” Then he burst out lay

ghing, slapped
IKaverts on {he back, and shouted, * We shall let life run

casily here ! Just sit still and gather in the ivory the savages
will bring.  This country has its good points, after all 1™
They both laughed loudly while Carlier thought ;
Kayerts ; he is so fat and unhealthy,
had to bury him here, He
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