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men said that he had forsaken his duty, and deserted 
his general. No one would speak to him, and he 
dragged on a miserable existence till the following 
year, when there ,vas another battle with the Per
sians at Platrea. The unhappy man, thinking he 
could now retrieve his honour, ventured his life in 
the most reckless manner, and was killed after per
forming prodigies of valour. After the battle, he 
was adjudged to have far exceeded his companions 
in bravery; but the Spartans, believing that his 
wonderful deeds proceeded from desperation, rather 
than from true courage, would not award him the 
palm, though they no longer called him 'The coward.' 
And so poor Aristoclemus was deprived of honour 
even in death. 

After the battle of Thermopylre, Xerxes began to 
think the conquest of Greece not so easy as he had 
imagined it would be, and asked Demaratus if he 
should meet with many more such obstacles in his 
way. Demaratus told him that there were at least 
eight thousand of his countrymen all ready to act as 
Leonidas had done. And shortly afterwards, the 
Persian fleet having been overcome and nearly de
stroyed at Salamis, Xerxes fl.eel back to his own 
dominions, leaving his general, l\Iardonius, to carry 
on the war. But Mardonius was killed, and his 
army routed at Platrea, and the Persians were finally 
driven from Greece. 

The memory of Leonidas and his three hundred 
companions was held in the greatest veneration by 
the Spartans. Festivals were established in their 
honour, and hymns sung in their praise, and a splen
did monument was erected over their grave in the 
pass. The battle of Thermopylre was fought four 
hundred and eighty years before the Christian era. 
A few remains of their monument may still be seen, 
but the fame of the brave men who died for their 
country will live for ever. A. R. 

'THEY DIDN'T THINK.' 

O
NCE a trap was baited

With a piece of cheese ; 
It tickled so a little mouse, 

It almost made him sneeze. 
An old mouse said, 'There's danger; 

Be careful where you go!' 
'Nonsense!' said the other; 

' I don't think you know.' 
So he walked in bok1ly-

N o body in sight: 
First he took a nibble, 

Then he took a bite; 
Close the trap together 

· Snapped as quick as wiuk,
Catching ' mousey' fast there, 

'Cause he didn't think.

Once there was a robin 
Lived outside the door, 

Who wanted to go inside 
}1 .. nd hop upon the floor. 

' Oh, no ! ' said the mother, 
'You must stay "-ith me ; 

Little birds are safest 
Sitting in a tree.' 

'I don't care,' said Robin, 
And gave his tail a fling; 

'I don't think the old folk 
Know quite everything.' 

Down he flew, and Kitty seized �i�:.:. 
Before he'd time to blink i 

' Oh ! ' he cried, 'I'm sorry, 
But I didn't think.'

Now, my little children, 
You who read this song, 

Don't you see what trouble 
Comes of doing wrong ? 

And can't you take a warni1w 
From their dreadful fate, 

0 

vVho began their thinh--ing 
·when it ·was too late ?

Don't think there's ahrnys safety 
Where no danger sho,vs ; 

Don't suppose you know mor� 
Than anybody knows ; 

But when you're warned of ruin, 
Pause upon the brink, 

And don't go over headlong, 
'Cause you didn't tliink.

PHCEBE CARY. 

FISHERIES. 
HE experiment which was tried last 
year of employing carrier pigeons for 

the purpose of bringing early intel
ligence each morning from the fish
ing-ground of the results of the 
night's labour, is again being resorted 
to this seasou, and with the most 
satisfactory results. One of the 
birds is taken out in each boat in 
th'3 afternoon, and after the nets 
have lJeen hauled on the following 

morning, and the ex.tent of the catch ascertained, 
the pio·eon is despatched with a small piece of parch
ment tied round its neck, containing information as 
to the number of crans on board, the position of the 
boat, the direction of the wind, and the prospects of 
the return journey.. If the win� is blowing in an
unfavourable direct10n, a request 1s made for a tug, 
and -from the particulars given as to the bearings of 
the craft she can be picked up easily by the steamer. 
The other advantages of the system are that, when 
the curers know the quantity of herrings they may 
expect, they can prepare for delivering and curing of 
the fish. l\Iost of the pigeons belong to l\Iessrs. Moir 
and Son, Aberdeen. \\rhen let off from the boats 
the birds always circle three times round overhead, 
and then sweep away towards the land with great 
rapidity, generally flying at the rate of about a mile 
per minute. Two superior birds in l\Iessrs. Moir's 
possession have come a distance of twenty or twenty
five miles in as many minutes. The pigeons require 
very little training, and soon know where to land 
,vith their message. )1 .. cot has been fitted up on 
the roof of l\Iessrs. }Ioir's premises at the quay for 
the birds, and they alway-s n,light there on their return 
from sea.-Fishing Gazette.
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