


GOOD ADVICE.

LADY once applied to the Rev. John Newton !
for advice and consolation. Her distress arose |

from ill-natured remarks which had been made upon
herself, and her dread of future annoyance. After
listening to her tale Mr. Newton said, ¢ I will tell you
a story. One day this winter, as I was going to
visit some sicl persons at a distance, I found a good
deal of snow in the streets, and a number of idle boys
throwing snowballs at people as they passed along.
I made up my mind to pass them as well as T could;
I did not, however, escape them, for they attacked
me from behind, but I took no notice and hastened
on, and was soon out of their reach, and was not
hwrt by the balls which strucle me.

“On my yeturn I came to the same troop, who were
still bent on mischief. I prepared to be assailed, but
as I diew vear to them I heard one say, “ Heve fe
comes agein, let us have at him!" but ancther said,
“No, do not let us snowball him, for he took no

.,

notice of us before,” 'So I passed on and saw no
more of them, Now, Madam, if you take no notice
of these ill-natured things, the persons who have said
them will cease to give you cause of complaint.’

THE STORY OF THE THREE
HUNDRED SPARTANS.
XR'RXES, the king of Persia, resolved to conguer

Greece, and he collected o great army from every
part of his dominions. Theve were to he seen gath-
ered together men of all nations: Medes and Persians,
woolly-haived negroes and swarthy Indians, all armed
with their various weapons—nearly two millions of
fighting men. Tor l.]liu Persinn  empire was the
| larvirest in the world; and the king thought in his

pride that he could easily overcome such a little
| country ns Greece, that could only muster a few
| thonsand warriors, But then these were all free
| men, fighting for liberty and their families, whilst the
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Persian army was chiefly composed of men forced to
leave their homes to fighit for an Iastern tyrant, The
king had spent four years in malking preparations for
the war, and he had a fléet of ships that he might
attack Givecce by sea ng well as by land. e caused n
bridge of boatsto be made over the [ellespont, the
narrow strait that separates Asin from Fuarope, but
the waves dashed it in picess; so he made a stronger
one of ships, and then Nig aymy began theiy miaveh,
So great wete their numbers, that it was seven days
and nights hefore they had all evossed over the bridge
into Europe.

Now there was only one way of entering Greece
from the north-east const, and that was by a narrow
ynss through the mountains, This pass was ealled
Theymopyle, from the hot springs there; it was
about five miles long, but very narrow at each end,
A little within the pass there was a wall that had
been built at some former period, and heve the Greeks,
no way affrighted at the multitude of their enemies,
resolyed to make a stand, and bar the way of their
invaders. So they senta force of about four thousand
men, tnder the command of Leonidas, to take up their
position in the puss. Leonidas was the Iing of
sparta, and he had with him thres hundred chosen
warriors, all of them men veady to die in defence of
their couniry, Two of the Spartans, however

Surytus and Aristodemus, were attacked by a disepse
in their eyes that nearly deprived them of sight, and
they were compelled to leave their posts and retire
to Alpenus, o town at the southern end of the pass,
The rest of the small army was eomposed of troops
from the different states of Greece,

When Xerxes avived at Thermopyle with his
vast host, he thought that the Greeks would fly in
tervor at the mere sight of him. e sent forward a
horseman to examine their position. Now the
Spartans wore long hair, which they weve very par-
ticular to keep smooth and cavefully parted ; and the
hovseman saw them behind the wall within the pass,
some of them sitting quietly combing their }i.‘lil‘,
whilst others wore exercising ‘themselves in feats of
strength. There was with Xerxes one Domaratus, a
deposed Spartan ling, who had taken rvefuge at his
court ; and when the horseman returned and told the
Persian monarch what lie had seen, Xerxes, in aston-
ishment, asled Demaratus if it were possible that
this handful of men would dare to oppose him, *'They
certainly mean tofight,’ replied the Spartan; ¢ for it is
the enstom of my countrymen o ax ‘ange their lair
before going info baitle! But the king wonld not
belieye Lim, and waited four days in the expectation
that the Spavtans would come out of the pass and
submit to him.

At length he sent o body of troops to eaplure them,
and bring them in chains to lis feet. But the
Spartans, firmly standing at the navrow entrance of
the pass, dvove them back with theiv long spears with
dreadful slaughter. Xerxes was seated on a lofty
throne, whence he could see the hattle; and he now
ordered his own hody-guard to advance to the attack,
They were ealled the Immortals, were ten thousand in
number, were supposed to be invincible, and felt sure
of yictory. But they also had to give way hefore the
steady valour of the Spartans, and the king rose
from his throne in fear and vage when Lo saw the
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destrnction of his finest troops! The hattle had
lnsted the whole day.

Now there was anintricate path over the mountaius,
known to but a fow of the Greels themselves; and
when Leonidas heard of it he posted some troops on
the hills to guard it. A trescherons Greek, named
Ephialtes; betrayed the secret to Xerxes, who imme-
diately sent Hydarnes, the eommander of the Iinor-
tuls, to follow the guidance of the traitor, and enter
the pass at the sonthern end, so that the CGirecks
would he hemmed in.  The Persians sot out at night-
fall, marching as silently as they could; but the
night was very still, and the sound of their feot
erunching over the dead leaves that strewed the path
alarmed the Greeks posted theve, who started to their
arms, Ilydarnes paused; for he feared that they
might be Sparvtans; but when Fphialtes assuved him
they wore not, he foreed his way through them, and
pursued his way down to the southern side of the
mountain,

At daybreak the sentinels on the heights hrought
news to Leonidas that the seeret path was discovered
by the enemy. There wasstill time for him to re-
treat, but no true Spartan would think of that, and
bothhe and his three hundred companions determined
to do their duty, and vemain at Lllm'u- posts to resist
the invaders of their country, So he sent home all
the other Grecks exeept the Thebans, whom he sus-
pected of favouring tho enemy, and the Thespinns,
who wished fo stay and ghave his fate and his glory,

liphialtes had ecalculated the time it would take
him {o traverse the mountain, and had arranged with
Xerxes to attack the Spavtans in front at the same
time that the Immortals fell upon theiv vear; and so
in the moming he once more ordered his troops to
advanee. But Leonidas, now knowing his death was
certain, rushied on his foes at the head of his littla
band, overthrowing them on all sides, The Persians,
crowded together, wers trampled under foot; yet still
more were driven up to the combat by the lash of
their officers over the bodies of their comrades. The
brave Leonidas was killed, and a despervate fight took
place over his hody, and there wers but few of the.
three hundred left alive, Their spears were broken,
and their swords blunted. Suddenly the Greeks:
heard that Hydames and his Immortals were enter-
ing the pass hehind them, The Thebans threw down
their amms, and begged their lives, which were
granted them; but the Spurtans, retiving within the
pass behind the wall, dvew up on a little hillock;
where they were soon swrronnded by their enemies,
and overwhelmed with showers of javeling, arrows,
and stones, till the last of them lay dead.

Meantime, Iuyytus and Avistodemus, lying ill at
Alpenus, had heard that the Pevsians were about te
enter the pass, and that I.eonidas and his devoted
band would he swrrounded by their foes. Calling for
his arms, and grasping his spear and shield, though
he could scarce see, Idurytus told his seryant to lead
him into the battle. The helot obeyed, and guiding
his master into the fatal pass, theve left him, and the
Linlf-blind hero, rushing on the Persians, fell heneath
their javelins.

Avristodemus, probably thinking it useless to gointo
the pass where he was sure to be killed, returned to
Sparta with tidings of the battle. But his conntry--
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men said that he had forsalen his duty, and deserted
his geneval. No one would spealk to him, and he
dragged on a miserable existence till the following
year, when there was another battle with the Por-
sinns at Platwa,  The unhappy man, thinking he
could now retrieve his honour, ventured his lifein
the most reckless manner, and was killed after per-
forming prodigies of valowr. After the battle, he
was adjudged to have far exceeded his companions
in bravery; but the Spartans, believing that his
wonderful deeds pr:)ucr.\.(llm'l from desperation, rather
than from true cowage, would mot award him the
palm, though they no longer called him ¢ The coward.”
And ‘so poor Aristodemus was deprived of honour
gven in death.

After the hattlo of Thermopyle, Xerxes began to
think the conquest of Greece not so easy as he had
imagined it would he, and asked Demaratus if he
should meet with many more such ohstacles in his
way. Demaratus told him that there were at least
eight thousand of his countrymen all veady to act ns
Leonidas had done. And shortly afterwards, the
Persian fleet. having heen overcome and nemrly de-
stroyed at Solamis, Xorxes fled back to his: own
dominions, leaving lis general, Mardoniug, to eaxvy
on the war. But Mardoning was killed, and his
army routed at Platrea, and the Persians were finally
driven from (xreece,

The memory of Leonidas and his three hundred
companions was held in the greatest veneration by
the Spartans. Festivals were established in their
honour, and hymns sung in their praise, and a splen-
did monument was evected over their grave in the
f\uss. The battle of Thermopylm was fought foun
wndred and eighty years befove the Ohristion era.
A few remains of their monument muy still be seen,
but the fame of the brave men who died for their
country will live for ever. A.R.

‘THEY DIDN’T THINK.
NCE a trap was haited
'With a piece of cheese;
It tickled o a litile mouse,
It almost made him sneeze.
An old mouse said, ‘There’s danger;
Be careful where you go !’
‘Nonsense !’ said the other;
¢I don’t think you know.’
So he wallred in boldly —
Nobody in sight :
First he took a nibble,
Then he took a bite;
Close the trap together
" Snapped as quick as winlk,
Catching ‘ mousey ’ fast there,
*Cause he didn’t think.

Once there was a robin
Lived outside the door,

‘Who wanted to go inside
And hop upon the floor.

¢Oh, no!’ said the mother,
“You must stay with me ;

Little birds are safest
Sitting in a tree.’
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‘T don’t care,” said Robin,
And gave his tail a fling;

‘I don’t think the old foll
Know quite everything.’

Down he flew, and Kitty seized b
Before he'd time to blinlk ;

¢Oh!’ he eried, ‘ I'm sorry,
But I didw't ¢hink.

Now, my little children,
You who read this song,

Don't you see what trouble
Comes of doing wrong ?

And ean’t you take n warning
From their dreadfiul fate,

‘Who began their thinking
‘When it was too late P

Don't think there's always safety
Where no danger shows;

Don't suppose you lnow moré
Than anybody lmows ;

But when you're warned of 1uin,
Pause upon the brink,

And don't go over headlong,
"Cause you didn't think.

Po@se CARry,

CARRIER PIGEONS AND THE
FISHERIES.

2 I experiment which was tiied last
year of ‘employing emier pigeans for
the purpose of bringing early intel-
ligence each morning from. the fish-
ing-ground of the results of the
night's lahour, is again being resorted
% to this season, and with the most
safisfactory results, One of the
birds is taken out in each boat in
ths afternoon, and after the nets

Sa have heen hauled on the following
morning, and the extent of the cafch ascertained,
the pigeon is despatehed with a small piece of pazeli-
ment tied round its neck, containing information as
to the number of erans on board, the position of the
hoat, the divection of the wind, and the prospects of
the veturn journey. If the wind is blowing in an
unfavourable direction, & request is made for a tug,
and from the pnrticulars given as to the hearings of
the craft sho ean be picked np easily by the steamer.
The otlier advantages of the system nre that, when
the curers know the quantity of herrings they may
oxpeet, they can prepave for delivering and euring of
the fish., Most of the pigzeons belong to Messva, Moir
and Son, Aberdesn, When let off from the hoats
the birds always civele thyee times round overhead,
and then sweep away towards the land with great
vapidity, genevally flying at the rate of about 2 mile
per minute. Two superior hirds in Messs. Moir's
possession have come a distance of twenty or twenty-
five miles in as many minutes. The pigeons require
very little training, and soon lmow where to I]lmd
with their messaze. A cot has been fitted up on
the roof of Messrs, Moir's premises at the quay for
the birds, and they always alight there on theix refurn
from seq.—Fishing Gazelte.




:Aq pa1o[dwios 19piQ) N -] Aq uaye) 1pI)

o 0dO

= $ (Aue j1) Suismo Idueeyg 2 _sz.w u%omm

7 Z Y1 Sanplejof, o 94D
)50 Smidd . .

|Mm nMM Sk A€ AIVd

Oh' §s1s0d Adodoyoyg ‘ . :5aded Jo JaqunN

—€ w\%i,\q ..E paruaq :A[UO 9sn AIeIqry

{

:(Aue j1) suononajsujy [eradg

Sl- Z| :pardod 3q 0} sa8eg

X D) M L omny/epiL

N JQM\ U 9 | Q\m m e TN

e
ToSIA Kymoeg @
/) S

O LR wy ) jﬁg @Fj&b_ [rewry | bEL Q00 Rz duoyd
10201 AN aeq _\QE g/fuu ameN

»Ado1[0d Suiddoorojoyd 10§ 3513434 33s Iseafd,,

ONIAdODO.LOHd LHOINIYIAO

d1A0Id TIVIN

*Pa[P4Adaa 3q [[im sAep (¢ 13)3e dn payard jou s1apiQ
's31dod Aep swies oN

"ABp 1X3U 9y} uoou ((:z] £q Apeay
"9oueApe ur Joj pred aq 1sn
"$91d0o 10[02 10] sjud ¢z ‘afed 1od sjue0 7

sardo)) IgSiuadaQ
“JudwISuLIyul Aue 10§ dqeIj
st 3sanbau siq) Sunjews wossad Iy I, ‘[errdewm payySiLdod
Jo suondnpoadaa J3yjo o sardodroyoyd jo Sunjew
) SWIdA03 (3p0D) 'S°() ‘LT APLL) SAE)S pajun) 33 jo
ae] yy3kdod ay g, FDILONx S1Ados sty proy jou saop
yusunreda( Yy saoue)sur Auew Uy y311£dod ayy Jo J9p[oy
oy} woy sTerdew pajy3uAdos ysiqnd o3 uorsstuad Jurinoas
J0J 9]qIsuodsal are sIoyoIeasay ‘syereewr payydriAdoo ysiqnd
01 14311 oY1 I9AIE001 3 JULIS J0U S0P Adoooyoyd e SurureiqQy
*I0JBIND ® JO JJEIS

QousIyal sum-[nJ Aq pasoidde oq jsnw SurAdooojoyd v
AIJI'TOd DNIAdOJOLOHd



